
Pleasure Driving horses are shown in a light show harness with 
blinkers, overcheck or side check. Either a two- or four-wheeled vehicle 
may be used. They are shown at a brisk, flat footed four beat walk, a 
balanced and free moving normal trot and a cadenced strong trot. 
Manners, quality, performance and conformation are judged. Junior 
horses are judged on quality first. Amateur and Junior to Drive classes 
emphasize manners.

A Ladies Side Saddle class harkens back to the days when proper 
ladies did not ride astride. Horses may be shown in English or Western 
tack and attire. Period attire is accepted and encouraged. Horses are 
shown in both directions at the walk, jog or trot and a lope or canter.

Mounted Native Costume horses are shown at a walk, canter, and 
hand gallop both ways of the arena. The bridle may consist of bit, 
hackamore, or any suitable headstall. The rider’s attire is of native, 
Bedouin type. Flowing capes, coats, pantaloons, head dresses, 
scarfs, sashes and any other decoration in keeping with colorful 
desert regalia are allowed.

In the driving division an entry is defined as the combination of 
the horse(s), vehicle and driver. A variety of vehicles are allowed in 
these classes, and the rules encourage drivers to strive “to present an 
appropriate turnout, factoring in compatible size, type and weight of 
horse and vehicle.”
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Inspired by Arabian Horse native roots
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For more information and photos of each discipline visit ArabianHorses.org/discover/arabian-horses/disciplines/


