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Elite Arabian and Half-Arabian Athletes 

Prepare for the 2026 Sport Horse National 
Championship Show in Wilmington, Ohio​

 

Greenwood, CO,  June 30, 2026 - The Arabian Horse Association (AHA) is proud to announce 
the return of the Arabian & Half-Arabian Sport Horse National Championship Show, running 
September 6–12, 2026, at the World Equestrian Center in Wilmington, Ohio. The only 
single-breed, stand-alone sport horse national championship in the world, the event brings 
together the finest Arabian, Half-Arabian, and Anglo-Arabian sport horses from across the 
continent for a week of world-class competition. 

Now in its established tradition as a premier national championship, Sport Horse Nationals 
continues to grow by bridging the gap between the Arabian breed and mainstream sport horse 
disciplines. Competitors will vie for coveted national titles in Dressage, Western Dressage, 
Hunter Hack, Sport Horse In-Hand, Sport Horse Under Saddle, Working Hunter, Show Jumping, 
and Carriage Driving, all staged at the World Equestrian Center, a facility purpose-built for the 
demands of elite sport horse competition. 

“Sport Horse Nationals represents one of the most exciting expressions of the Arabian horse’s 
versatility and athleticism today,” said Jim Porcher, Chairman of the Sport Horse Nationals 
Commission. “This championship continues to attract a growing and incredibly talented 
community of exhibitors, riders, breeders, and enthusiasts from both within and beyond the 
Arabian industry. Across all of our national events, we continue to see the Arabian horse thrive 
in modern equestrian sport while maintaining the strong sense of community that defines our 
breed.”  

https://arabianhorses.org/
https://www.arabianhorses.org/competition/national-events/sport-horse-nationals/


The event is expected to welcome approximately 485–500 horses, more than 400 exhibitors, 
and several thousand spectators across the seven-day run. What sets Sport Horse Nationals 
apart is not only the caliber of competition but the atmosphere it fosters — a “for exhibitors, by 
exhibitors” environment where amateurs, youth riders, and top professionals compete side by 
side. Participants from the broader open hunter/jumper and dressage communities are equally 
at home here, reflecting the Arabian sport horse’s growing crossover appeal. 

 

An Arabian rider soars over a jump during the Show Jumping competition. 

Championship presentations throughout the week will recognize top riders and horses across a 
variety of riding styles and competition levels. Spectators can enjoy a wide range of classes that 
showcase the skill, training, and partnership between horse and rider in both English and 
Western disciplines. A significant amount of prize money will be awarded throughout the week, 
adding to the excitement of each competition and raising the stakes in the arena. 

Evening highlights include Dressage Musical Freestyle performances under the lights, offering a 
beautiful blend of music and movement. Throughout the week, guests are also invited to join in 
community events like barn gatherings, social parties, and a silent auction, creating 
opportunities to experience the show beyond the competition arena. 

 

The 2026 show will feature several updates designed to improve the flow of competition and 
expand opportunities for exhibitors. The week will open with a new half-day Sunday session, 
helping spread classes more evenly across the schedule. Additional changes will allow more 
horses and riders to participate in certain classes, and new offerings will bring fresh variety to 
both English and Western disciplines, including a creative carriage driving class performed to 
music and the return of a popular timed driving competition. Western Dressage classes have 
also been further refined to create more focused competition for different horse types. 



 

An Arabian horse and handler trot through the arena while presenting the Sport Horse Nationals 
Championship garland  

“The Sport Horse Nationals is a true testament to the versatility and enduring spirit of the 
Arabian horse. The World Equestrian Center provides an unparalleled stage for these 
magnificent horses and talented riders to demonstrate top-tier performance in sport horse 
disciplines. What excites me most is how this event continues to grow while staying true to its 
roots — it’s a national championship that feels both prestigious and approachable, where 
exhibitors at all levels can compete and enjoy the experience. I’m especially encouraged by the 
depth and quality of our yearlings and two-year-olds, which speaks to the direction of our 
breeders and the strength of the breed moving forward.” 

— Jim Porcher, Show Commission Chair 

For those traveling to Wilmington, the experience extends well beyond the arena. The World 
Equestrian Center functions as a self-contained equestrian village, with elite climate-controlled 
arenas, luxury on-site lodging at the historic Wilbur Estate, a Vendor Village, and an 
old-fashioned candy store among its amenities. The surrounding region offers its own draws: 
Cowan Lake State Park provides scenic trails for a midday escape, the National Museum of the 
U.S. Air Force in nearby Dayton — the world’s largest military aviation museum — makes for an 
easy day trip, and downtown Wilmington’s boutique shops and the Golden Lamb, Ohio’s oldest 
continuously operating inn, offer a taste of the area’s rich history. 

 



​
About the Arabian Horse Association 

The Arabian Horse Association is a full-service nonprofit breed association dedicated to the 
promotion, preservation, and advancement of the Arabian horse breed while supporting the 
breeding, competitive, and recreational interests of owners, breeders, competitors, and 
enthusiasts across the United States and Canada. Through nationally recognized competitions, 
registration services, educational initiatives, youth and community engagement programs, and 
official event and performance record management, the Association works to encourage 
participation, responsible breeding, and lifelong involvement within the Arabian horse 
community. The organization administers approximately $1 million in annual prize money 
through its prestigious national events and competitive programs. 

In 2026, the Arabian horse community celebrates a historic milestone as the “Year of the Horse” 
coincides with the 60th Anniversary of the Arabian and Half-Arabian U.S. Nationals in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. More than 1,700 horses are expected to compete for national titles during the 
championship event, honoring six decades of excellence, tradition, and achievement in Arabian 
horse competition. 

https://arabianhorses.org/

