


IDENTIFYING THE ARABIAN HORSE
A Guide to Color & Markings

FACIAL MARKINGS
The AHA Registry defines facial markings 
as follows:
STAR - any white marking occuring above 
the eye line.
STRIP - any white marking occuring 
below the eye line and above the top of 
the nostrils and extending outside both 
nasal bone lines.
BLAZE - any white marking occuring 
below the eye line and above the top of 
the nostrils and extending outside both 
nasal bone lines.
SNIP - any white marking occuring 
between the top of the nostrils and the 
bottom of the nostrils.
UPPER LIP - any white marking below 
the nostrils, but still on the upper lip.
LOWER LIP - any white marking occuring 
on the lower lip.
CHIN - any white marking occuring 
below the lower lip.

HOOF COLOR
The AHA Registry records hoof color as:
DARK HOOF - black or dark in color.
LIGHT HOOF - white or light in color.
PARTI-COLORED HOOF - a hoof that 
shows white and dark areas in stripes 
or larger areas.

LEG MARKINGS
The AHA Registry defines leg markings 
as follows:
CORONET - any white marking extending 
no more than one inch above the coronet 
band.
PASTERN - any white marking between 
the coronet marking and the bottom of 
the fetlock joint.
FETLOCK - any white marking extending 
above the pasturn, but below the top of 
the fetlock joint.
SOCK - any white marking extending 
above the top of the fetlock, but below 
the mid-point of the cannon.
STOCKING - any white marking extending 
above the mid point of the cannon.
ERMINE MARKS - these are small black 
marks which sometimes appear around the 
coronet band.
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