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 1 
SUBJECT:  Proposal for New Membership Structure (Bylaws 2/3 vote) 2 
 3 
(This section to be completed by the Agenda and Resolutions Committee.)  Committee Action: 4 
Committees required to review:       Approve  Disapprove 5 
Board of Directors    
Bylaws Committee    
Membership Committee    
 6 
CONVENTION ACTION: 7 
 8 
_______Approved  _______Approved with Modification  _______Disapproved 9 
 10 
_______Withdrawn  _______Referred to Committee__________________________________ 11 
 12 
RESOLUTION: 13 
(Refer to Article 901 for submission requirements.) 14 
 15 

Whereas, The current membership categories are confusing and offer different services; and 16 

Whereas, There is a desire to have a simplified membership structure; and 17 

Whereas, There is a desire to have all members receive equal basic services; and 18 

Whereas, There is a desire to preserve the structure of the membership organizations, i.e., clubs; and 19 

Whereas, There is a desire to have a basic fee low enough to retain non-competition Arabian Horse owners; and 20 

Whereas, Members who are involved in competition receive additional services through competition records, judges 21 
schools, etc.; and 22 

Whereas, It is recognized that some members may wish not to be a part of a local club; and  23 

Whereas,  It is the opinion of the Membership Committee that a new membership structure reflecting the newly 24 
merged organization and its diverse membership is vital to the continued health and financial well being of 25 
the Arabian Horse Association, which would permit this resolution to be considered as extraordinary in 26 
accordance with Article 901.3 in the AHA handbook; Therefore, Be It 27 

Resolved, That Article III of the AHA Bylaws be revised as follows: 28 

CHAPTER 2: BYLAWS OF THE ARABIAN HORSE ASSOCIATION 29 

ARTICLE III 30 
MEMBERSHIP 31 

 Section 1. Member Organizations. 32 

 Arabian Horse Association shall be composed of those non-profit clubs, associations, and corporations (i) 33 
that provide for membership of individuals and corporations, (ii) that have aims and purposes similar to 34 
those of Arabian Horse Association, and (iii) that have been duly admitted to membership in Arabian Horse 35 
Association. These organizations will hereinafter be referred to as Member Organizations. 36 

 Paragraph a. Voting Rights of Member Organizations. 37 

 The Member Organizations shall have the right to vote for the election of Directors in the manner 38 
described in Article VII of these Bylaws, and shall have the right to vote on all matters decided at 39 
the Annual Convention, as described in Article V of these Bylaws.  All voting rights of the 40 
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Member Organizations shall be exclusively vested in, and exercised by, Voting Delegates, in the 41 
manner set forth in these Bylaws. 42 

 Paragraph b. Levy of Dues to Member Organization by Region 43 

 A region may levy dues on the Member Organization within its area provided the dues are based 44 
on number of Adult Members or number of Voting Delegates per Member Organization.   45 

 Paragraph c. Member Organization Application. 46 

 A non-profit organization desiring to become a Member Organization of Arabian Horse 47 
Association shall make written application to the Arabian Horse Association office on a form 48 
provided by the Arabian Horse Association.  A copy of the application shall be forwarded to the 49 
Regional Director who will be provided an opportunity to comment should he or she wish to do 50 
so.   51 

 Paragraph d. Approval of Member Organizations. 52 

 Upon a favorable vote of the Board of Directors of Arabian Horse Association, such application 53 
shall be approved, and such organization shall thereafter be, subject to the Articles of 54 
Incorporation, Bylaws, Resolutions and Board of Director action of Arabian Horse Association as 55 
a Member Organization. 56 

 Paragraph e. Termination of Member Organization Membership. 57 

 A Member Organization may be terminated from membership for any of the following reasons: 58 

 Violation of the Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, or a duly adopted Resolution of Arabian Horse 59 
Association; 60 

 Failure to comply with an action by the Arabian Horse Association Board of Directors; 61 

 Conduct deleterious to the best interests of the Arabian horse or to the best interests of Arabian 62 
Horse Association; 63 

 Upon action by such Member Organization withdrawing from Arabian Horse Association; 64 

 Upon failure of such Member Organization to pay assessed dues to Arabian Horse Association or 65 
the Region in which the Member Organization is located; or 66 

 If a Member Organization falls below ten (10) Adult and/or Life members as of June 30th of any 67 
year. 68 

 Paragraph f. Procedure for Termination. 69 

 The Membership Committee shall make investigation of all matters, which may afford a basis of 70 
termination from membership (other than voluntary withdrawal). After such investigation, if the 71 
Committee finds that probable cause for termination exists, it serves notice on the Member 72 
Organization affected, stating: 73 

 The grounds of the proposed termination; 74 

 That the Committee proposes to recommend the Member Organization's termination from 75 
membership on such grounds; 76 

 That such recommendation will be made to the next Annual Convention at which time and place 77 
such Member Organization is entitled to appear and be heard; 78 

 That after such hearing, the matter of termination will be submitted to the Convention for 79 
decision; and 80 



 RESOLUTION             2B-04 
 

3 

 Such notice shall be given to the Member Organization at least forty five (45) days before the 81 
opening day of the Annual Convention at which the Member Organization is to be given an 82 
opportunity to be heard.  Notice shall be given in writing and delivered by first-class, prepaid mail, 83 
telecopy, personal delivery, overnight courier, or electronic mail.  Any notice given by mail must 84 
be given to the last address, telecopy number or electronic mail address of the Member 85 
Organization shown on Arabian Horse Association's records.  Notice shall be deemed given at the 86 
time of delivery through the means of delivery utilized.   87 

 Paragraph g. Termination of Member Organization. 88 

 A Member Organization may be terminated from membership, after hearing, by action of the 89 
Annual Convention.  In the event of such termination, the Arabian Horse Association shall 90 
promptly inform such Member Organization of its termination from membership.  The termination 91 
shall become effective no sooner than five (5) days after the date of the hearing afforded the 92 
Member Organization. 93 

 Paragraph h. Reinstatement of Member Organization. 94 

 A Member Organization may be reinstated by favorable action of an Annual Convention. 95 

 Section 2. Membership Categories. 96 

 Membership privileges and benefits for each category are established by the Board of Directors and may be 97 
modified by the Board of Directors from time to time.  98 

 Paragraph a. Adult Member. 99 

 Individuals or owners may become Adult Members of Arabian Horse Association by paying dues 100 
as set by the Board of Directors.  An Adult Member is entitled to all membership privileges 101 
excluding the privilege to compete in Arabian Horse Association Recognized Competitions.  102 

 i) An individual Adult Member is also granted the rights to: 103 

  Vote in his/her Member Organization; 104 

  Be counted towards the delegation strength of that Member Organization; 105 

 Serve on an Arabian Horse Association committee, commission or board if applied, 106 
appointed or elected, as provided in the Arabian Horse Association rules: 107 

  Be eligible for election as an officer or member of the board of directors at the Member 108 
 Organization, Region, or Arabian Horse Association level; 109 

  Have the opportunity to be a Voting Delegate at the Arabian Horse Association Annual 110 
 Convention, as prescribed herein. 111 

 ii) An individual Adult Member may purchase a Competition Card to participate in Arabian 112 
 Horse Association’s Recognized Competitions by paying the fee as set by the Board of 113 
 Directors.   The Competition Card will become effective the date of purchase and will 114 
 expire with the Adult membership.  115 

 Paragraph b. Life Member. 116 

 Individuals may become Life Members of Arabian Horse Association by paying a one-time fee as 117 
set by the Board of Directors. Life Members are entitled to all Adult Member membership 118 
privileges, benefits, discounts and, for no additional fee, the annual Competition Card. Honorary 119 
Directors of AHRA prior to the Merger and Life Members of IAHA prior to the Merger shall be 120 
Life Members of Arabian Horse Association without paying an additional Life Member fee.   121 

 122 

 123 
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 Paragraph c. Youth Member. 124 

 Any individual under the age of 18 as of December 1 of the previous calendar year may become a 125 
Youth Member by paying dues as set by the Board of Directors. A Youth Member is entitled to 126 
membership in the Arabian Horse Youth Association and all Adult Member membership 127 
privileges, benefits and discounts except for the rights specifically granted to Adult Members in 128 
Article III, Section 2, Paragraph (a)(i).  Youth Members who are members of a Member 129 
Organization shall not count towards determination of that Member Organization's number of 130 
Voting Delegates. 131 

 i) An individual Youth Member may purchase a Competition Card to participate in Arabian 132 
 Horse Association’s Recognized Competitions by paying the fee as set by the Board of 133 
 Directors.   The Competition Card will become effective the date of purchase and will 134 
 expire with the Youth membership.  135 

 Paragraph d. Business Member. 136 

 Entities including but not limited to corporations, farm/ranches, trusts, syndicates, partnerships, 137 
and estates may become Business Members by paying dues as set by the Board of Directors. A 138 
Business Member is entitled to all Adult Member membership privileges, benefits and discounts 139 
except for the rights specifically granted to Adult Members in Article III, Section 2, Paragraph 140 
(a)(i) and (ii). 141 

 Paragraph e. Single Event Member. 142 

 Individuals may become Single Event Members of Arabian Horse Association for participation in 143 
Arabian Horse Association's Recognized Competitions (with the exception of Regional and 144 
National competitions) by paying dues as set by the Board of Directors.  Single Event Members 145 
shall only have exhibiting privileges for the duration of the event where the membership is 146 
purchased and are subject to all Arabian Horse Association rules and procedures.  147 

 Section 3. Membership Year and Dues. 148 

 Note:  To be determined by Resolution 2-04 or 2A-04. 149 

 And, Be It Further 150 

Resolved, That the membership provisions be updated in all appropriate Articles of the Bylaws. 151 

Effective: December 31, 2005 152 

 153 
PROPONENT'S FINANCIAL IMPACT: 154 
(Refer to Article 901.2.e. for financial requirements.) 155 
 156 
See Attachment 1 157 
 158 
AHA IMPACT STATEMENT: 159 
 160 
Note:  Resolution 5-91 currently provides that the membership dues are determined by the delegates.  This Resolution gives 161 
the Board of Directors authority to set membership dues. 162 
 163 
 Contact Person:  Joe Hull, Vice Chair, Agenda & Resolutions Committee   164 
 165 

SUBMITTED BY:   166 

Extraordinary Resolution:  Verified by  25 signatures of Registered Delegates on file.   167 

Contact Person:  Georgia Tachoires, Chair Membership Committee (Has authority to amend, combine or withdraw) 168 

Phone:   (775) 852-3011    Email:  gtach@pyramid.net Fax:  (775) 852-8020 169 

 170 


