
Working Cow/Reined Cow Self-Test Practice on Penalties 
COW WORK

 
Not getting turn each way ________ 
Loss of working advantage  ________ 
Turn tail ________ 
Illegal equipment ________ 
Using corner or end to turn cow ________ 
Use of 2 hands in bridle or two  
   rein class ________ 
Failure to provide horse to judge ________ 
Cow leaves arena ________ 
Rider kicking or hitting cow with romal  
   or reins in an abusive manner ________ 
Hanging up on the fence ________ 
Fall of horse or rider ________ 
Spurring/hitting in front of cinch ________ 
Cow won’t leave end of arena ________ 
Improper western attire ________ 
Past corner of arena before turn ________ 
Abuse of animal ________ 
Cow cannot or will not run ________ 
Exhausting cow before circle ________ 
Blatant disobedience ________ 
Running past cow each horse length ________ 
Cow that won’t turn ________ 
Fingers between reins in bridle class,  
   except two rein class ________ 
Balking or refusal of command ________ 
Knocking down cow without  
   advantage ________ 
Failure to maintain 16” between  
   hands with romal ________ 
Disrespect by exhibitor ________ 
Cow goes down, won’t get up ________ 
Running over cow & horse falls ________ 
Horse out of control ________ 
Schooling between cows ________ 
Bloody mouth (inside) ________ 
Changing sides of arena to turn cow ________ 
Schooling between reined work &  
   cow work (where applicable) ________ 
Working out of position ________ 
Slipping a rein ________ 
Failure to drive cow past middle  
   marker on 1st run down ________ 
Excessive whipping, spurring  ________ 
Open field cow within 3’ of end fence 
   before being turned ________ 
Lameness ________ 
Failure to attempt to complete  
   pattern ________ 
Leaving work area before pattern  
   or work is completed ________ 
Failure to work in proper working order ________ 
Failure to pull up immediately after new 
   cow has been awarded ________ 
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Working Cow/Reined Cow Self-Test Practice on Penalties 
REINED WORK 

 
 
Lameness  ________ 
Jogging up to 2 strides ________ 
Jogging beyond 2 strides ________ 
Jogging in excess of ½ circle or 
    ½ length of arena ________ 
Backing more than 2 strides where  
   a back-up is not specified ________ 
Fall of horse or rider ________ 
Not changing leads simultaneously ________ 
Over or under spin 1/8 turn ________ 
Jogging first 2 strides ________ 
Out of lead ________ 
Out of lead each ¼ circle ________ 
Slipping a rein in the bridle ________ 
Scotching or anticipating a stop ________ 
Over or under spinning up to ¼ turn ________ 
Excessive whipping or spurring ________ 
Lead missed around end of arena  
   past 2nd corner ________ 
Not ever changing leads in patterns  
   where there is only ½ circle ________ 
Failure to run by marker before stop 
   is initiated ________ 
Freezing up in turn ________ 
Breaking gait ________ 
On trot in patterns, failure to stop 
   before executing lope departure ________ 
Spurring or hitting in front of cinch ________ 
Blatant disobedience  ________ 
Failure to complete pattern ________ 
Using 2 hands on reins in a  
   bridle or two rein class ________ 
Fingers between reins in a bridle  
   class except in the two rein class ________ 
Horse balking ________ 
Bloody mouth (inside) ________ 
Illegal equipment ________ 
Leaving arena before pattern is 
   completed ________ 
Improper western attire ________ 
Failure to work in proper working 
   order ________ 
Failure of an exhibitor to attempt  
   to work the pattern ________ 
Abuse ________ 
Delayed change of lead by 1 stride ________ 
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Limited Cow Self-Test Practice on Penalties 
 
Abuse ________ 
Schooling between completion of  
   reined work & cow work or between 
   cows  ________ 
Loss of working advantage ________ 
Working out of position ________ 
Excessive whipping, spurring ________ 
Improper western attire ________ 
Loss of control/animal leaves end 
   of arena ________ 
Spurring/hitting in front of cinch ________ 
Blatant disobedience ________ 
Turn tail ________ 
Failure to attempt to complete  
   pattern ________ 
Two hands on reins using bridle or 
   two reins ________ 
Fingers between reins, except when 
   using two reins ________ 
Out of control ________ 
Bloody mouth (inside) ________ 
Illegal equipment ________ 
Balking ________ 
Leaving work area before pattern  
   is completed ________ 
Fall of horse or rider ________ 
Failure to work in proper working 
   order ________ 
Failure to pull up immediately after new 
   cow has been awarded ________ 
Lameness ________ 
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